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CHETTINAD HERITAGE & TOURISM 
 

 Chettinad is the home of the Nattukottai Chettiars 
(Nagarathar), a prosperous banking and business community. It 
is also known for its local cuisine, architecture, and religious 
temples . 
In the 19th and early 20th centuries, many residents of 
Chettinad emigrated to South and Southeast Asia, partic-
ularly Ceylon and Burma. By 2010, only 74 villages re-
mained of the original 96. According to Guy Trebay in 
"Houses of the Holy" (New York Times, 17 November 
2010), Chettinad now consists of a network of 73 villages 
and 2 towns forming clusters spread over a territory of 
1,550 km2 in the Districts of Sivagangai and Pudukottai in 
the State of Tamil Nadu. It finds itself in the UNESCO 
nomination for sites of historic and cultural value. 
            Chettinad is well known for its cultural and traditional 

values. Karaikkudi received a very important place in the list of ñLiving Heritagesò in May 2007. It is 
connected with many other important Indian cities with cultural artifacts. The Network of Indian Cities 
with Living Heritage is formed and managed by UNESCO. Recently, the developing urban center re-
ceived a new museum. The Karaikkudi Chettinad Heritage Museum is a must visit for fervent travelers. 
It plays an integral role in the growth and development of Karaikkudi.  

 

Editorial 

 We are delighted to bring to you this issue of ALU Catering 
News. A quarterly newsletter dedicated to the field of catering science 
and hotel management. This is the first visible ñoutputò from the De-
partment of Catering Science & Hotel Management(ICSHM), Ala-
gappa University. The staff of ICSHM is committed to maintaining 
the high standard of integrity that has always been characteristic of 
ALU and of the newsletter that represents it. While the ultimate pur-
pose of the newsletter is to engage and strengthen its readers' associa-
tion with the department, the institution recognizes that it can do so 
effectively only by earning and retaining the respect and faith of its 
readers. In this context, these editorial standards are set forth to give 
readers and contributors a clear idea of what they can and should ex-
pect from the letter. However, we would appreciate your feedback 
regarding how we could improve this publication and enhance its 
value to the community.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nagarathar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceylon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burma
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5920/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5920/
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Chettinad Museum 
 The idea of setting up a 
Chettinad Museum in Karaikkudi 
began in 2007. This was when 
UNESCO acknowledged Karaik-
kudi as a heritage city. Moreover, 
the UNESCO and Chettinad Herit-
age committee joined hands to de-
velop the colorful town of Chettiars. 
During this time, a three day inter-
national workshop was conducted in 
Karaikkudi. The splendid workshop 
revolved around different strategies 
that would develop the local herit-
age of Chettinad. The very first vi-
sion was showcased through the 
ñHeritage Houseò. The Heritage 
House was proposed in 2009. How-
ever, later that year, UNESCO offered to establish a fabulous Chettinad Heritage Museum in Karaikkudi, Sivagan-
gai District.  

 
Chettinad Heritage Museum
 According to UNESCO, the muse-
um is meant to carry the unique lifestyle of 
Chettiars. It is a combination of the rich 
communityôs wealth and culture. The muse-
um recognizes the unique architectures of 
Chettiars. Many consider the museum as a 
Heritage Home. It brings to light the living 
style of early Chettinad people. Tourists 
regard the Chettinad Heritage Museum as a 
must visit place in Karaikkudi. The museum 
features various ornaments, rare jewellery, 
unique clothes, huge grain bins, unforgetta-
ble copper water vats and many other arti-
facts that were used by Chettiars. These 
artifacts prove the rich and luxurious life-

style of Chettiars. Also, it leaves traces of the communityôs glorious activities. The Chettinad Heritage Museum 
clearly states that Chettiars hate the process of eating out.  

 
 

 
              Many Chettinad houses are a part of the Chettinad Heritage Museum. These houses can be used to show-
case the themeôs of Chettinad community feasts, functions, marriages, rituals, arts, crafts and wood carvings. Best 
time to visit the Chettinad Heritage Museum. The museum could be visited during the months of February, March, 
October, November and December. These are warm months with a pleasant weather.  
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The Chettinad Sari 

 The cotton sari also known as "kandaangi", 
is unique in the dramatic and spontaneous use of colour 
and pattern with bold checks, stripes and contrasting 
hues. Its vibrance and weight are its distinguishing fac-
tors. Records and old photographs show the use of sari 
by previous generations, before the advent of blouses 
and underskirts, which is worn rather differently from 
the regular sari. At present, it is available in Karaikudi. 
 
            

 
 
 

Aathangudi Tiles 

 

  Athangudi tiles, named after the place of the manufacture in 
Chettinad, Tamil Nadu, come in a myriad of colours and patterns, and 
are made by a unique process using local soil and glass plates. These 
tiles are a testament to the rich cultural heritage of the Chettiar commu-
nity, who effectively adapted many influences to their own brand of 
local craftsmanship. The designs and colours used in Athangudi tiles are 
still those of a bygone era. However, of late, new designs and patterns 
are being incorporated. 
 The Athangudi tiles are hand-made. However, with a short 
shelf life and relatively slow manufacturing process, these tiles are not 
much 
in 
de-
mand. 

The situation has led to the decline in the mar-
ket. 
 
            

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sari
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Industry 

 

CECRI entrance. 

Chettinad's principal town, Karaikudi is also the location of a branch of the Central Electro Chemical 
Research Institute (CECRI), one of the forty national laboratories under the aegis of the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) in New Delhi. The CSIR lab specializes in electro-chemical research and has been op-
erational for more than fifty years. The campus is on over 300 scenic acres, filled with traditional and ornamental 
vegetation. It has been awarded more than 750 patents and published more than 5,000 research articles[d]in the are-
as of Electrochemical Science and Technology such as battery, metal finishing, materials science, organic and inor-
ganic electro-chemicals, corrosion prevention and paints. CECRI conducts four-year Engineering and Technology 
courses in chemical and electro-chemical engineering and technology affiliated with the Anna Universi-
ty in Chennai. 

 
Travel 
The nearest airports are Madurai Airport and Tiruchirappalli International Airport while the largest towns 

in the area are Karaikudi and Devakottai. Trains that run from Chennai to Rameshwaram stop at Pudukkottai, 
Karaikudi, Kanadukaathan (Chettinad Station), Devakottai and Kallal. There are also frequent town buses from 
Karaikudi to Chettinad. 

 
Notable people 

¶ Dr. Alagappa Chettiar - founder of the various educational institutions in Karaikudi and its surround-
ings. Alagappa University, Alagappa Chettiar College of Engineering and Technology, and Alagappa 
Government Arts College are a few institutes named in his honour. 

¶ Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar - founder of Indian Bank and the Annamalai University bears his name. 

¶ P. Chidambaram - former Finance Minister of India. 

¶ Kaviarasar Kannadasan - Tamil poet. 

¶ Dr. Justice A. R. Lakshmanan (b. 1942) - former judge of the Supreme Court of India and current chair-
man of the Law Commission of India. 

¶ V. Meiyappan - founder of AVM Productions, the oldest and largest film production studio in Kollywood, 
the Tamil language film industry of India. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Electro_Chemical_Research_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Electro_Chemical_Research_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Scientific_and_Industrial_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Scientific_and_Industrial_Research
https://web.archive.org/web/20060407055557/http:/www.cecri.res.in:80/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chennai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madurai_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiruchirappalli_International_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chennai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rameshwaram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alagappa_Chettiar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karaikudi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alagappa_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alagappa_Chettiar_College_of_Engineering_and_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alagappa_Government_Arts_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alagappa_Government_Arts_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annamalai_Chettiar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annamalai_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P._Chidambaram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finance_Minister_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaviarasar_Kannadasan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._R._Lakshmanan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._V._Meiyappan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AVM_Productions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kollywood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_language
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Tourist places in around Karaikudi: 
 

Pillayarpatti : 
 

 Pillaiyar patti Pillaiyar 
temple is an ancient rock-cut cave 
shrine dedicated to Ganesha, lo-
cated near Thiruppathur, Sivagan-
gai District of Tamil Nadu. It is 
situated between Kundrakkudi and 
Tiruppatthur. Pilliyarpatti is 12 
Kilometers away from Thiruppat-
thur and 3 kilometers from 
Kundrakkudi. Pillaiyarpatti Karp-
aga Vinayagar is carved out in a 
cave of Pillaiyarpatti Hillocks. 
Lord Vinayagar is carved out from 
the rock of the cave. Lord 
Thiruveesar is also carved in the 
rock of this cave. The temple was 
built under patronisation of Pan-

dyas. The ǔgama texts found on stones in the temple help date the temple between the years 1091 and 
1238.  The age of the cave temple is 2500 years or more. There are 14 stone Sculptures in the cave ( dat-
ed from 500 BC to 1284 AD ). These stone sculptures state the ancient names of Pillaiyarpatti such as 
Ekkattoor, Thiruveenkaikkudi, Maruthangudi, and Rajanarayanapuram. 

 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganesha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C4%80gama_(Hinduism)

