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Editorial desk 

Youth in India constitutes one-fifth of total population.  The youth population has an 

important     role to play as potential demographic dividend by constituting skilled stock 

of human capital. The youth population also has an important role in demographic 

evolution. Indian youth has a special quality for popularising our culture and traditional 

values not only in India but throughout the world. With popular culture becoming more 

youthful and more accessible through TV, technology and global consumer brands, 

today's youth think that the traditional demographic terms are not able to spread longer 

benefit to them. So to teach and to create awareness among them about the essentialities 

of moral, cultural, and spiritual values in a human life, national youth day is observed 

every year on the eve of Swami Vivekananda Jayanti on 12th January every year 

throughout India. The commitment of the entire nation to the composite and all round 

development of the young sons and daughters of India and seeks to establish an All-India 

perspective to fulfill their legitimate aspirations so that they are all strong in heart, body 

and mind in successfully accomplishing the challenging task of national reconstruction 

and social changes that is  ahead. 
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Swami Vivekananda views on Women Empowerment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swami Vivekananda, one of the great religious and social thinkers of India, thought about the 

empowerment of women in the context of traditional Indian philosophy. His thoughts 

reflected throughout his work and speeches, which are much more socialistic rather than 

religious in nature. He believed that in the future, Indian women would cross the chapter of 

glorious achievements made by the ancient Indian women instead of making them only as a 



reflected glory. He tried to increase awareness, develop and empower women not only 

through education but also by enlightening them through the philosophy of Indian 

spiritualism, which might be considered as an effective system or approach in the process of 

empowering women. The word 'empowerment' is related to 'freedom', which is described in 

the dictionary as 'to make able'. More specifically, empowerment includes the physical, 

social, economic and intellectual development of human beings.  But it is also clear to us that 

in spite of the best efforts, the women's empowerment movement is not up to the mark. 

Emphasis is given on physical and economic development rather than intellectual 

development. The thoughts of Vivekananda in the process of women empowerment are 

related to the intellectual development of women and directed towards the total development 

process. Swami Vivekananda preached that women must find themselves free from 

superstitious beliefs, stronger and more self-confident in one hand whilst being full of love 

affectionate and mother-kind.  

Some significant statistics 

 While an absolute increase of 181 million in the country’s population during the 

decade 2001-2011, there is a reduction of 5.05 millions in the population of children 

aged 0-6 years during this period. The decline in male children is 2.06 million and in 

female children is 2.99 millions.   

 The share of Children (0-6 years) in the total population has declined of 2.8 points in 

2011, compared to Census 2001 and the decline was sharper for female children than 

male children in the age group 0-6 years.   

 During the period 1991 -2011, child sex ratio declined from 945 to 914, whereas the 

overall sex ratio has improved from 927 to 940.   

 As per Census 2011, the State/UTs with alarmingly low (<900) child sex ratio are, 

Haryana (830), Punjab (846), Jammu & Kashmir (859), Delhi (866), Chandigarh 

(867), Rajasthan (883), Maharashtra (883), Uttarkhand (886), Gujarat (886), 

Uttarpradesh (899). The State/ UTs which are having better  (> =950) child sex ratio 

are Mizoram, (971), Meghalaya (970), A &N Islands (966), Puducherry (965), 

Chattisgarh (964), Arunachal Pradesh (960), Kerala (959), Assam (957), Tripura 

(953), West Bengal (950). 

 

 

 



India has the world's largest youth population: UN report  

With 356 million 10-24 year-olds, India has the world's largest youth population despite 

having a smaller population than China.  China is second with 269 million young people, 

followed by Indonesia (67 million), the US (65 million) and Pakistan (59 million), Nigeria 

with 57 million, Brazil with 51 million, and Bangladesh with 48 million, the United Nations 

Population Fund's (UNFPA)  of the World's Population report 2014.  

The latest census 2011 data reveals that around 41 per cent of India’s population is below the 

age of 20 years. Half the population is in the 20-59 age group while 9 per cent is above the 

age of 60.  

Statistics on Youth 

 At the beginning of 2012, the world population surpassed 7 billion with people under the age 

of 30 accounting for more than half of this number (50.5%). According to the survey, 89.7% 

of people under 30 lived in emerging and developing economies, particularly in the Middle 

East and Africa. 

Source: The World’s Youngest Populations, Euromonitor International, 2012 

 There are at least 100 million street children globally, an estimated 18 million of these live in 

India, which has the largest numbers of street children of any country in the world. 

Source: Children in an Urban World. UNICEF, 2012, p. 67 

 The Asian region has the largest number of young people: 754 million. That number has 

nearly tripled since 1950.  

Source: United Nations World Youth Report, Conclusions, 2011,  

In 2012, India and China had the youngest population. According to the United Nations 

(UN), India's total population is forecast to overtake China's by 2025. 

Source: The World’s Youngest Populations, Euromonitor International, 2012 

 Countries in sub-Saharan Africa had the youngest proportion of population in the world with 

over 70% of the region's population aged below 30. 

Source: The World’s Youngest Populations, Euromonitor International, 2012 

 Concerning infant mortality rates, Afghanistan has the worst situation with 165 children 

deaths out of 1,000 births. Democratic Republic of Congo, Chad and Sierra Leone follow 

having 126, 124 and 123 rates simultaneously.  

Source: Children in an Urban World. UNICEF, 2012, p.170 

 The group, called “NEET” (not in education, employment or training), often constitutes at 

least 10% of the youth population, and disproportionally includes youth with a low level of 

education in developed economies. 

http://blog.euromonitor.com/2012/02/special-report-the-worlds-youngest-populations-.html
http://plan-international.org/girls/pdfs/BIAAG_2010_EN2.pdf
http://unworldyouthreport.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=10:conclusions&Itemid=131
http://blog.euromonitor.com/2012/02/special-report-the-worlds-youngest-populations-.html
http://blog.euromonitor.com/2012/02/special-report-the-worlds-youngest-populations-.html
http://plan-international.org/girls/pdfs/BIAAG_2010_EN2.pdf


Source: Global Employment Trends for Youth, International Labour Office, 2012, p. 9 

 Adolescent girls’ access to technology is limited by the societies, communities and families 

in which they live. In a patriarchal society, it is men who control technology, whether this is 

‘new’, such as computers and mobile phones; or ‘old’, such as radios and televisions. For 

example, in Ghana, only 6.6 per cent of females use internet cafés compared with 16.5 per 

cent of male youth. 

Source: Children in an Urban World. UNICEF, 2012, p.112-114 

 Niger and Burundi has the worst girls’ gross primary school graduation rate (the number of 

children graduating from primary school in any one year divided by the number of children in 

the age group at which primary school completion should occur) which is  12.29% and 

12.77% simultaneously. 

Source: Children in an Urban World. UNICEF, 2012, p.164 

 Nearly 75 million youth are unemployed around the world, an increase of more than 4 million 

since 2007. By 2016, the youth unemployment rate is projected to remain at the same high 

level. 

Source: Global Employment Trends for Youth, International Labor Office, 2012, p. 7 

 Youth unemployment rates are significantly higher than adult rates in all geographic regions, 

though with considerable variation. In 2010, the global youth unemployment rate remained at 

12.6%, dramatically overshadowing the global adult unemployment rate of 4.8%  

Source: World Youth Report, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2011, p.16 

(International Labour Organization, 2011a and United Nations, Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs, Population Division, 2011) 

 In all regions, by the age of 24, young women’s labour force participation trails young men’s. 

Source: World Bank, Girls and Young Women, 2010 

 Despite important gains in education among young women, their outcomes continue to lag 

behind those of young men. Globally, in 2010, 56.3 per cent of young males participated in 

the labour force, against 40.8 per cent of young females. 

Source: World Youth Report, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2011, p.21 

(International Labour Organization, 2011b, p. 10) 

 There is a positive correlation between poor youth employment outcomes and inequality. 

Rising youth unemployment in recent years has increased inequality (measured by the Gini 

coefficient) by 4 percentage points in all advanced countries and by as much as 8 percentage 

points in Greece, Ireland, Italy, Portugal and Spain. 

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_180976.pdf
http://plan-international.org/girls/pdfs/BIAAG_2010_EN2.pdf
http://plan-international.org/girls/pdfs/BIAAG_2010_EN2.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_180976.pdf
http://www.undp.org.tr/publicationsDocuments/WYR2011.pdf
http://unworldyouthreport.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=10:conclusions&Itemid=131
http://www.undp.org.tr/publicationsDocuments/WYR2011.pdf


Source: Tackling the youth employment crisis:  A macroeconomic perspective, Makiko 

Matsumoto, Martina Hengge and Iyanatul Islam, International Labour Office, 2012, p. 1 

 

Youth and Migration 

In Brief 

 

 In 2013, young migrants (aged 15 

to 24) represented 12 per cent of 

the total migrant population (28.2 

million people). 
 

 Of international migrants 10.2 per 

cent in developed countries, 14.9 

per cent in developing countries, 

and 20.9 per cent of those in least-

developed countries were youth.  

 

 In developed countries young 

women made up 48.9 per cent of 

young migrants; and 43 per cent of 

young migrants in developing 

countries. 

 

 27 million young people leave 

their countries of birth to seek 

employment abroad as 

international migrants (ILO). 

 

 Key drivers of youth migration 

include employment, education, 

marriage, and escape from 

poverty, violence, conflict and 

environmental change. 

Statistics and data from the Report of the 
UN inter-agency network ‘Global Migration 
Group’: Migration and Youth 2014 

 

 

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_policy/documents/publication/wcms_190864.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_policy/documents/publication/wcms_190864.pdf


Drivers of Youth Migration  

Young people migrate for a plethora of reasons. The decision to migrate is often related to 

important life transitions, such as obtaining higher education, finding and starting work, or 

getting married. Many youth also choose or are forced to migrate to escape poverty, violence, 

conflict, or are displaced due to the effects of war or climate change. As such, youth are 

heavily represented in migration for humanitarian reasons, including as refugees, asylum-

seekers and as unaccompanied minors. Therefore, the migration of youth experience can end 

up representing either an opportunity or a risk for young people and can either lead to their 

development or the very opposite, depending on policies and measures supporting them. 

 

GLOSSARY OF WOMEN’S STUDIES 

Sex Vs Gender: Sex refers to the biological characteristics between men and women, which 

are universal and do not change. Gender refers to social attributes that are learned or acquired 

during socialization as a member of a given community. 

Feminine Mystique: First named and explored by Betty Friedan in her groundbreaking book 

of the Feminine Mystique. The feminine mystique socializes women to locate their identity 

and meaning of their lives through their husbands and children, and involves a loss of one’s 

identity in the needs and wishes of one’s spouse and family. 

 

GLIMPSES OF THE MONTH 

World Leprosy Eradication Day – January 30th  

 

The World Leprosy Eradication Day was started by a great French humanitarian, Raoul 

Follereau in 1953. Its first observance was in 1954 and is currently observed by more than 



ahundred countries.  It is observed internationally on January 30 or its nearest Sunday to 

increase the public awareness of the Leprosy or Hansen's Disease. This day was chosen in 

commemoration of the death of Gandhi, the leader of India who understood the importance of 

leprosy. Leprosy is one of the oldest recorded diseases in the world. It is an infectious chronic 

disease that targets the nervous system, especially the nerves in the cooler parts of the body - 

the hands, feet, and face. World Leprosy Day creates awareness that leprosy is in fact 

curable. This day is meant to help people living with the disease to understand that it is in fact 

a curable disease and to know that other people care about them. Though the disease has a 

cure, there are many people living with the disease. Leprosy holds the stigma that it is like 

HIV/AIDS that is why World Leprosy Eradication Day was organized to educate people and 

remove or weaken the stigma. Typically leprosy is associated with being highly contagious 

and has disfigurement properties. Once the diagnosis is made a person suffering from leprosy 

become social pariahs. This is another reason why World Leprosy Day was established. 

PROGRAMME CARRIED OUT DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY 

Awareness Programme on National Girl Child Day for School Children 

 

 

The Department of Women’s Studies conducted a awareness programme about the girl child 

on the eve of National Girl Child Day on Janauary 24th at Bharat Public School, Karaikudi. 

Around 70 students were actively participated in the programme.  Ms. P. Sindhuja, Project 

Assistant, Centre for Women’s Studies, gave an awareness speech on the inequalities faced 

by the girl child in the society such as inequality in education, nutrition, legal rights, medical 

care, protection and honour.  Students raised many questions about health and rights. The 

session was very interactive and students get aware about their rights in general.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leprosy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disease
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nervous_system


Pongal Festival Celebration 

Pongal(Thai Pongal/Surya Pongal) is a harvest festival of Tamil Nadu. It is one of the most 

important and popular Hindu festivals. Pongal is all about thanks giving to the nature and 

literally means overflowing and is named because of the tradition of cooking the new rice in 

pots until they overflow, which is a symbol of abundance and prosperity.  Department of 

Women’s Studies celebrated the Pongal festival on 12th January with staff and students.   We 

thank the Sun for providing the energy that makes life possible on earth and the farmers for 

their efforts toward growing the food we consume. Pongal is a celebration of the generosity 

of Mother Nature. It is one of the few festival celebrations we see today that has escaped 

commercialisation. The traditional way of celebration doesn’t involve pollution from crackers 

or consumption of unhealthy food. It is, infact, designed to remind man of his humble roots in 

the land and reflect both internally and externally on our priorities and everyday practices”. 
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